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LETTEr FrOM THE PrESIDENT

You Make All the Difference

By Doug Elwell, President
Butterfield Homeowners Association

“Even the smallest person can change the course of the future.”
~ The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001)

ver the last couple of years, I have seen people
come and go as the BHA has begun the process
of a radical transformation away from the old,
volunteer way of doing things to more of a professional services approach,
with hired laborers doing some of the work that volunteers used to do. The
mowing of the grass around the front entrances by a professional landscaping company is only the beginning of this trend away from volunteerism and
towards outsourcing for most of the free services and amenities that we as
Butterfield residents have been taking for granted.
The reason for this trend towards outsourcing professional services is not
because Butterfield residents are incapable of mowing the grass and providing
other services, but because they are simply not doing it. With a few notable
exceptions, mainly past board members, volunteerism is at an all-time low.
Fortunately, as you will discover later in this issue, BHA volunteers are not
only hard at work to keep your entrance signs well maintained and decorated,
managing our website, and publishing this newsletter, we are also involved
in a number of initiatives behind the scenes, actively interfacing with the various other people, organizations and entities around the area to make sure
that Butterfield remains a safe, clean and affordable place to live (see p.8).
But the lack of volunteerism is not our only problem – also at an all-time low
is meeting attendance. I find this amazing because, for only an hour or two’s
investment of time every couple of months (or only a few minutes if you wish to
come and state your peace on a particular issue that you care about and then
leave, which some people do), you can make a significant difference in the direction Butterfield will go, both now and well into the future. So don’t think your
opinion doesn’t matter. It does, and your voice speaks all the louder if other
Continued on page 3 >>
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>> Letter from the President (Continued from page 1)

Connie’s Corner

people decide not to take advantage of the meetings that
are held specifically for their benefit. This will translate not
only into an improved quality of life for you and your family,
but also an improvement in the value of your home.
Also, due to the lack of participation of the majority
of Butterfield homeowners in the organization that was
founded specifically to serve them, the board has decided to propose to the membership a plan to reduce
the free benefits offered to non-members, and continue
to increase the benefits offered to members only. You
can read about that plan on page 7 of this issue.
Finally, as a result of the successful revival of the BHA
over the past year-and-a-half, we have re-achieved
enough stability to begin to start reviving some of the old
services we used to have back in “the good old days”,
such as the annual picnic (see p.15). And as long as
yours truly remains at the helm of this organization, you
can count on that stability to continue, and along with it,
more and better services, and a greater Butterfield.

By Connie Poulos Loos,
Vice President, Butterfield
Homeowners Association

H

omeowner tips from
Coldwell Bankers Sellers Resources:

TINY CHANGES CAN GO A LONG WAY WHEN
SELLING YOUr HOME

Selling a home can seem like a tedious task and it's
common for homeowners to feel discouraged if their
home doesn't sell right away. But the truth is, image
is everything and making small changes to spruce
up a property can make a home much more appealing to the general public.
After a home has been inspected, scrubbed
down and ready to go on the market, consider a few
helpful tips that may make the home more attractive.

CLEAN UP THE OUTSIDE

First impressions can be the difference between a
successful open house and limited buyer attention.
Clean up and landscape the outside. Plant a colorful flower bed. Replace old house numbers with
new, shiny placards. Removing clutter and presenting a neat, clean outside can make the home seem
more inviting to potential buyers, according to MainStreet.com. Homeowners who have the budget
may also go above and beyond by installing a new
door or painting the current one to add a splash of
color and appeal to the home.

Our next regular meeting will take place on Thursday,
November 20th at the Fountain of Life Church, 2S361
Glen Park Rd., at 7:30 p.m.

rEPLACE OLD APPLIANCES
AND FrESHEN FEATUrES

When buyers walk into a home, they may immediately try to see themselves living in that space. When
a house has old cabinets, counters and tiles, it can
make the space seem more outdated than it really
is. Although purchasing new fixtures and tiles can be
an investment, it may be one worth making in order
to attract more potential buyers. In addition, removing old appliances or storing them below in cabinets
can also make rooms, such as kitchens and dining
areas, appear more fresh-faced and modern.

Continued on page 10 >>
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MEETING MINUTES: SEPTEMBEr 18, 2014

Attendees

• 2014 member dues deposited in July & August (additional 11 households): ................................$350.00
• Money Market account interest
(July & August):..................................................$0.65
• CD – closed account interest ......................$231.09
• Ad revenue deposited for Aug 2014 issue (deposited
in July and August): ..........................................$225.00
TOTAL INCOME (for July & August): ............$806.74

President Doug Elwell, Secretary Gloria Atkins, Treasurer Bob Garstki, 4 members, and 2 non-members. Vice
President Connie Poulos Loos was not in attendance.

Approved Motions

1) A motion was approved to allocate $500.00 to print a
brochure about Beautiful Butterfield.
2) A motion was approved to allocate $100.00 for the
annual Best Decorated Christmas House Contest
prize.

ExPENSES:

• ComEd electric bills paid in July and August (total):
(for lighting of our 3 entrance signs, combined) ..$33.44
Additional liability insurance to cover FOLC ........$62.00
Lawn mowing costs for May – July ....................$225.00
Misc. entrance sign plants, etc. ..........................$156.81

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

PrINTING COSTS FOr:

• August Newsletter (284 copies – 16 pages):....$281.16
• Postage (from postage acct. balance): ............$115.40
• Postage paid to printer:........................................$21.62
• Deposit to postage account:..............................$250.00
• Current credit balance in postage account:........$83.84

Police report

Officer Shehee was not present to give the police report.

Special Presentation

Dr. Larry Reiner, Executive Director of the Butterfield
Park District, again gave a presentation on the upcoming November 4 referendum to develop the corner of
Route 53 and Butterfield Road, followed by a question
and answer period.

TOTAL EXPENSES (for July and August) ....$1,030.03

NET Income or Loss for July and August ........$-223.29

WELCOME WAGON COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Last Meeting

Jean Paprocki reported that 14 new homeowners have
been visited and welcomed by the BHA since the last
meeting.

The minutes of the July 16th meeting were approved
as published in the newsletter.

MArkETING COMMITTEE

Officer and Committee reports

A motion was approved to allocate $500.00 to print a
brochure about Beautiful Butterfield to be presented
to all new homeowners which will be included in the
Welcome Wagon bags.

TrEASUrEr’S rEPOrT

Treasurer Bob Garstki provided a summary of account
activities since the last meeting. All numbers are reported as of August 31, 2014:

LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE

ASSETS

The three entrances are continuing to be maintained and
watered. New mulch has been added to two of the entrances and mums will be planted in the next two weeks.

• Checking account ..................................$10,106.20
• Money Market ........................................$13,818.39
Interest earned ........................($0.65) YTD ($1.95)
• CD ............................................................$4,836.88
• Balance in postage account ..........................$83.84
TOTAL ASSETS ......................................$28,845.31

PICNIC COMMITTEE

INCOME AND ExPENSES FOr JULY AND AUGUST
INCOME:
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The annual picnic was brought back after a two year hiatus and was successful. It was suggested that planning
for the picnic should be done earlier and that funds be
allocated for the picnic in the 2015 budget if we decide
to have it again.
bhatoday.com
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Unfinished Business

Adjournment

• It was decided that, since one of our CDs has matured and the other one soon to follow, that they be
reinvested in two more five year CDs.
• A discussion on how to further interest our members
in the BHA followed. Some suggestions were a chili supper, a Fourth of July parade, a Halloween and Christmas
house decorating contest. A survey will be given to our
members to evaluate the picnic and to ask for their ideas
about activities that the BHA could sponsor.
• A motion was made to approve $100.00 for a prize
for the Best Decorated Christmas House Contest.
Jean Paprocki volunteered to manage this year’s contest. Jean can be contacted at 630-932-8601, email:
wjpaprocki@comcast.net

The next meeting will be on November 20.

• None

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

New Business

Respectfully Submitted, Gloria Atkins, Recording Secretary

Open Forum
• No activity.

YƵĂůŝƚǇ&ƵĞůƐ
ZŽƵƚĞϱϯΘƵƩĞƌĮĞůĚZŽĂĚ͕'ůĞŶůůǇŶϲϯϬ-ϳϵϬ-ϭϴϴϭ

Serving and supporting
our community since 1985
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BUTTErFIELD NEWS

Car Crashes through 7-Eleven at the Corner of
Lloyd Ave. and Butterfield rd.

n the morning of
north of Butterfield, then fled
Sunday, September
the scene on foot, leaving
14th, a west-suburthe car running in the store.
ban man drove his 2004
He was later apprehended
Acura into the 7-Eleven at
and charged with driving
the top of Lloyd Ave. Accordwithout a driver’s license,
ing to the suspect, he was
leaving the scene of an acciapparently looking to pick up
dent, and failure to give ina gallon of milk and the
formation to the owner of the
brake pedal got stuck, and
property. The suspect was
would not go down. The car
then taken to the DuPage
The
man
who
crashed
into
the
7-Eleven
fled
the
then plowed through the
County Jail.
scene. Photo courtesy DuPage County Sheriff.
front doors, finally stopping
If you would like to get inin the middle of the store, between the main aisles and
volved in the BHA’s new safety committee, which will inthe front counter (see image, above). Fortunately, no
clude a neighborhood watch, please contact President
one was injured.
Doug Elwell at 630-627-4845, or email him at
The man, who lives in the Foxworth subdivision just
doug@dougelwell.com.

O

ADVErTISING INFOrMATION

Advertising in our newsletter is a great way to get the word out about your local business or service! And you do
not need to be an association member or even be a resident of Butterfield to advertise! So, if you have a friend
or relative looking to increase their business, please tell them about advertising in our newsletter!

The December issue is a special issue that goes out to over 830 Butterfield residents! Space in this issue is limited,
so please reserve your ad space as soon as possible in order to ensure your position. Here are our special June rates:

AD SIZES (APPrOxIMATE)

Full Page......................................................$120.00
(Full page ad includes free website ad or free classified ad)
1/2 Page ........................................................$75.00
1/4 Page ........................................................$35.00
1/8 Page (business card) ..............................$20.00
Website or classified ad ................................$10.00

Format: PDFs or high resolution JPEGs are best. Classified ads are up to 25 words, no images. You can purchase
or upgrade to a full page ad and receive a web or classified ad absolutely free! The ad deadline for the December
issue is November 21, 2014. Payment must be delivered with advertisement. Make checks payable to Butterfield
Homeowners Association and mail to:

October 2014
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BUTTErFIELD NEWS

Proposed Changes to Member and Non-Member Benefits

BENEFITS TO BE rEMOVED FrOM NON-BHA MEMBErS:

ince the large majority of Butterfield residents
have still forgone the privilege of being members of the BHA, even after a year-and-a-half
of spending large amounts of time and money to get
them simply to pay their dues, the board has decided
that it wants to reduce the free benefits given to nonmember Butterfield residents, and increase the benefits given to paid BHA Members. Here is how these
proposed changes will break down:

S

Free newsletter twice a year (now only once).
Access to website. Can see home page only.
Email alerts whenever something new is posted.
Free information and assistance on demand.

BENEFITS AVAILABLE ExCLUSIVELY TO BHA MEMBErS:

Free newsletter (reduced from 6x/year to 4x/year)
Current and archived newsletters on the website.
Email alert whenever we post something on the
website available exclusively to members.
Free annual picnic and other free services, TBA.
Free information and assistance on demand via
phone or email.
Free classified advertising in the newsletter.
Note: Due to lack of attendance, the board would like to
reduce the number of meetings from 6x/year to 4x/year,
January, March, June and October only. Our next meeting is on Thursday, November 20th at the Fountain of
Life Church, 2S361 Glen Park Rd., at 7:30 p.m.

PrOPOSED NEW BENEFITS STrUCTUrE
BENEFITS AVAILABLE TO ALL BUTTErFIELD rESIDENTS:

Newsletter now only once a year, the last one of the
year. This newsletter would focus heavily on a membership drive.
Landscaped, lighted and decorated entrance signs.
Ability to attend regular meetings but not vote.
BHA members working hard behind the scenes to
keep their benefits high and taxes low, looking after
safety and security, and so forth.

October 2014
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GETTING YOUr MONEY’S WOrTH IN BUTTErFIELD

The Upcoming Vote in the General
Election of Nov, 4th to Authorize
the Butterfield Park
Districts’ General Obligation Bond referendum Ballot Question
to Borrow $2,985,000

for children and adults throughout said Park District
and issue its bonds to the amount of $2,985,000 for
the purpose of paying the costs thereof?”
Many of you may have heard of the situation that
had come up last year involving a request for a conditional use permit of the Dupage Zoning Board on behalf of the potential buyers of that corner property by
the Buchanan Energy Company. Buchanan Energy is
the parent company of what most of us know as the
chain of Bucky’s gas stations in our area.

By Bob Garstki, Treasurer
Butterfield Homeowners Association

TO SUMMArIZE THE STOrY BEHIND THE
rEFErENDUM:

he by-laws of the BHA state that the purpose
of the organization is to acquaint the homeowners and members in matters which could
affect their land value, tax rates, ownership and general welfare. To inform and encourage its members to
exercise their privilege to vote on all non-political issues that may go to ballot. Based upon the by-laws,
our Executive Board has decided to refrain taking an
official position on this issue. We have allowed representatives of the Butterfield Park District to present
their proposal at the last two meetings that have been
held by the BHA. BPD Executive Director, Dr. Larry
Reiner, as well as other Park Board Commissioners
and supporters of the referendum, have participated
in those sessions to lay out their case for approval of
the referendum. This column seeks to summarize the
issues involved as well as to summarize the pros and
the cons of approving the referendum. And to suggest
some questions that you, the taxpayer residents of the
district, might want to have answered by the Park District before you cast your vote.
We are merely serving to inform you, the residents of Butterfield, of the existence of this referendum on the ballot at the General Election on
Tuesday, November 4th, 2014.

When the Park District first became aware of the
potential acquisition of this 2.44 acre parcel along with
Buchanan’s plans to redevelop 1.5 acres of that land
to create a 20-pump fuel station, car wash and a 6,800
sq. ft. (which equates to about a 82.5’ sq. building)
convenience store at this locations, they sprang into
action to mobilize the community to oppose the granting of this zoning variance.
Park District personnel including Dr. Larry
Reiner, his staff, our elected Park District Commissioners worked diligently to inform district residents, the
various homeowner associations in the district, including the Butterfield Homeowners Association and the
media, to oppose this variance on the grounds that it
was inappropriate and dangerous for such a facility to
be located immediately adjacent to the Glen Briar Park
on IL Rt. 56 (Butterfield Road). They used legal representation to direct and participate with our opposition
to this plan. Local political office holders were also
contacted to help us with our battle to preserve the
health and well-being of our park, its patrons (especially the young participants in the pre-school programs at that park who would be particularly
vulnerable to these toxins such as benzene) and seniors, increased traffic snarls that would develop and
other concerns including the belief that property values would decline for many homeowners in the area
served by the park district.
The strategy worked after many of the local residents showed up at various zoning board meetings
applying pressure to the government officials along
with the many residents that had contacted and/or

T

THE OFFICIAL BALLOT QUESTION:

“Shall the Butterfield Park District, DuPage County,
Illinois, acquire, maintain, improve and protect the
land at the Northeast corner of Illinois Route 56 and
Illinois Route 53 for nature areas, open space and
park and recreation purposes, improve trails, outdoor park amenities, gardens and passive recreation
areas, accessibility, safety, and programming space

October 2014
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wrote to the Zoning Board, the County Board and the
County Board President. More than 1,200 signatures
were gathered on petitions. It took more than one go
around to accomplish our victory but the final vote by
the County Board, to overrule the previous decision of
the Zoning Board, was 14 to 4 against granting the
zoning variance to Buchanan Energy. But according
to Park District officials, they did not believe that the
victory would be final. Buchanan Energy had filed suit
against the County Board’s decision and pressed to

have it overturned on appeal before the Dupage
County Circuit Court.
For further information on this entire scenario as
well to learn more details about the proposed plans
by the Park District for the use of the funds to develop
this 2.44 acre site as well as the proposed long term
improvement that the Park Board would like to accomplish, please visit www.butterfieldpd.com. Or
contact the Park District at the Administrative offices
Continued on page 10 >>

Overview of the Butterfield Park District property, including the area designated here as “multi-purpose park space” on the
northeast corner of Butterfield and 53 that the BPD is looking to purchase. Image courtesy BPD.

October 2014
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>> The Upcoming Vote (Continued from page 9)

between the park and the old remnants of the Shell
station for many years. Current zoning requires that
when a business develops a parcel, a storm water retention basin must be established on the property. This
would mean that any business that would buy this parcel would definitely remove the tree buffer and replace
it with a retention basin without any real buffer along
the boundary with the park.
The retention basin would be immediately adjacent to the area where the pre-school students, day
campers, the pool area and the picnic area currently
reside. This buffer currently shields the area from
noise and some pollutants that would be generated by
the very existence of another gas station.
Buchanan Energy was set to sue on appeal the
previous rejection by the Dupage County Board to force
the issuance of the Conditional Use permit which would
allow them to build the facility that they had proposed for
that parcel. A court decision could overrule the elected
officials who had sided with our wishes for this permit to
be rejected. Meaning that no amount of community
protest to our elected officials could prevent Bucky’s from
developing the land. The completed purchase by the
Park District of this lot would end any and all threats from
future buyers of the land who would develop it to the
detriment of the Park District and its residents.
With the approval of the referendum, the District
can seek to obtain some matching grants from the
state and/or other entities to increase our ability to add
additional benefits to the District for the betterment of
the parks and the community.
The Park District Master Plan calls for about
$985,000 to be spent, over time, to develop the other
neighborhood parks in the District. The Master Plan
calls for hiking and biking trails and other items. The
trails could be developed in cooperation with the Illinois Department of Transportation who will be reconstructing the intersections of Rt. 56 and Rt. 53 along
with other changes to Rt. 56, Butterfield Road that are
on the agenda of IDOT.
In the history of the Butterfield Park District, according to the district’s Executive Director, this is the
first time that they have ever asked for a referendum
to increase the property tax rate. According to him,
currently, the BPD has one of the lowest tax rates for
park districts in the county.

at Butterfield Park District, 21W730 Butterfield
Road, Lombard, IL 60148. Their phone number is
630-858-2229. They would be more than happy to
speak with you and to invite you to see the proposals
at their office. They are also planning to hold several
open houses to discuss the plans and the referendum. The remaining meeting will be on October
22nd. This will be held at 7:00 PM at the Glen Briar
Park office.
To summarize the reasons to support the referendum, (Here I am using the BPD website as well as
information conveyed from my attendance at a few
presentations given by the Executive Director of the
BPD, for my source of information on their plans):
We must prevent a mega gas station from being
put onto this corner lot that is immediately adjacent to the
Glen Briar Park and the patrons of all ages that would
be put in environmental jeopardy if it is located there.
The plan to develop this parcel by Bucky’s or any
other gas station type operation would necessitate the
complete removal of the tree buffer that has existed
>> Connie’s Corner (Continued from page 3)

A coat of paint can also go a long way in livening
up a home or a particular room, and the right color
can make certain smaller rooms appear more spacious and inviting. Most real estate agents agree
that neutral and light or bright colors can make a
room stand out while still giving it a fresh and clean
appearance.

DE-CLUTTEr THE HOUSE

Over the years, homeowners accumulate new furniture, pictures, keepsakes and family heirlooms.
And while these treasures make existing homeowners feel comfortable, they can make a home appear
smaller and cluttered. For this reason, sellers should
consider boxing up items they do not currently use
and adding more space to their living area. A few
accent pieces can be sufficient in making the place
feel homey without infringing on the living space.

Homeowner tips from Coldwell Bankers Homeowner
Resources

October 2014
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The Park District has already sent the residents of
Butterfield a brochure about their proposal. In addition,
the “Friends of Butterfield Park District” have leafleted
the area with their take on this referendum as well, asking for a YES vote on it. Here is a summary of their proposal and the points that they want you to consider:

Protect land adjacent to Glen Briar Park and
Aquatics Center.
Expand and improve walking and riding trails with
connections to Hidden Lake Forest Preserve and
neighborhood parks.
Establish gardens, nature play and education opportunities.
Improvements on this park site will environmentally
protect our local air and water resources, create more
recreation resources, improve public access, as well
as restore this area to a beautiful natural area.
Preserving and developing this land will have a long
lasting positive impact on our community’s quality of
life, home values, as well as education and recreation
opportunities.
Continued on page 12 >>

HOW WOULD THE PARK DISTRICT
USE THE MONEY?
1. ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL LAND
The referendum funds will be used to preserve and
improve the quality of life of residents in the Butterfield
Park District. The District plans to purchase land at the
corner of Route #56 and #53.
This Effort Will:
Preserve the open natural areas.

October 2014
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able to us? What would have to be scaled back?
The Executive Director had stated in his latest presentation to the BHA meeting held in September, that if the
referendum fails to win enough votes, the Park District
would not be able to purchase the land from the Conservation Foundation, and that the Foundation would in turn,
sell that parcel to the highest bidder. He said that if the
highest bidder were to be Buchanan Energy, the Foundation would sell it to them. I, Bob Garstki, spoke with Mr.
Brook McDonald of the Conservation Foundation about
this matter. He confirmed that the Foundation purchased
this land to help the BPD, but cannot afford to own it beyond the term of the deal. The deal is for the BPD to pay
the interest on the loan that the Foundation took on the
land, which is about $6,000 per month (paid for by the
BPD), for up to one year. After that time has elapsed, if
the BPD has not completed the purchase the land, the
Foundation must sell it to pay the balance of the loan
amount of $1,500,000. The Foundation cannot afford to
retain the land beyond that one-year period. I also asked
Mr. McDonald if the land was not purchased due to the
voters failing to approve the referendum, would the Foundation at least consider sub-dividing the parcel so as to
allow the Park District to purchase a small piece of the
2.44 acres to allow for a permanent tree buffer between
the parcel and Glen Briar Park. He said that it could be
possible, but it was not the plan on the table currently.
Why is it that the BPD does not list on its website,
its current and past annual budgets? The Executive Director recently said that he would post the annual budget,
for this year only, on the BPD website following its audit
which won’t take place until sometime in October. Why
not post the annual budget as passed by the BPD Commissioners in the month of April? Why do we have to wait
for an audit? Other local park districts list the current and
many past annual budgets on their website. Should not
the BPD make it easy for its concerned residents to view
this important information from its website? If we are
being asked for more money, shouldn’t we be aware of
the BPD’s spending and current long-term indebtedness?

>> The Upcoming Vote (Continued from page 11)

2. MAKE OTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO
NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY PARKS
Replace outdated equipment.
Add walking paths in local parks, gardens, drinking fountains, washrooms, and benches.
Plant new trees and expand the variety of trees
in the parks.
Provide additional funding for improving all of our
parks through State and Federal matching grant programs.

Some Additional Questions:

THErE ArE SOME ADDITIONAL
QUESTIONS THAT SOME CITIZENS BELIEVE
REQUIRE TO BE ANSWERED IN ORDER TO
MAKE AN INFORMED DECISION ON THIS
REFERENDUM:

The amount of the bonds to be issued is listed as
$2,985,000. Is that inclusive of the cost of the financing of these bonds? If this is not inclusive of the fees,
interest, etc., will that additional amount also be tacked
onto the additional tax rate?
If not, does that become a part of the regular tax rate
that we pay? If it is covered by the standard tax rate, what
is the projected interest rate for the bonds to be issued?
Will the bonds to be issued be for a 20-year period that
had been mentioned in some of the presentations by the
Executive Director, or could it end up being for a longer
term depending on circumstances? If the bond fees like
interest come out of the general tax rate, what would you
estimate will be deducted from your standard budget that
might have been used for other useful purposes?
In the presentation by the Park Board at the last
BHA meeting, the Executive Director mentioned that
the proposed matching funding that might be available
for us would only apply to a portion of that approximately $3 million dollars to be levied. I believe that you
said that the matching area would involve only about
$850,000 of the $2,985,000 total. Given the current
state of Illinois’ budget woes, how realistic is the availability of any matching funds and how much do you estimate could really be raised by that in terms of dollars?
The total proposed plan by the Park District is a
many-tiered multiyear development plan. What happens to that plan if the matching funds are not avail-
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BPD BUDGET. GO TO THIS HYPERLINK TO
READ THE FULL REPORT YOURSELF:
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ftp://ftp.illinoiscomptroller.com/LocGovAudits/FY201
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From what was available online from the Illinois
Are we really utilizing the existing parks that we
Comptroller’s Office which covered the BPD Annual
have, especially the ones that are located right in our
Report of April 30, 2013,
neighborhood?
Lists the district’s outstanding long term debt
Why does the referendum include another
at that time as $2,411,658, which includes compen$985,000 to improve their other parks? They have alsated absences and general obligation bonds.
ready improved or are currently in the process of imThis debt will be toproving all of the parks in
tally retired during the year
Butterfield East from their
Outstanding Questions:
2029.
current take of our property
For that debt amount,
taxes?
Is the amount of the bonds to be
it lists the total additional
Would not some
issued, $2,985,000, inclusive of
interest to be paid to mainlesser amount of money be
tain it, as an additional
the cost of the financing of these
better spent to improve the
$751,511 through 2029.
range of services that the
bonds?
The Assessed Valupark district offers? For ination of the property within
stance, for the homeowners
the district boundaries for
that do not have children in
2012 was listed as
their
own household, like
If this is not inclusive of the fees,
$254,567,657.
our seniors, single or marinterest, etc., will that additional
The legal debt limit
ried childless adults, empty
amount also be tacked onto the
for park districts is 2.875%
nesters? There just do not
additional tax rate?
of Assessed Value which
seem to be many services
would be $7,318,820.
offered to them.
The amount of debt
Don’t we already have
applicable to that limit was
a great amount of open
If not, does that become a part of
$2,400,500. This leaves an
space facilities in our immeadditional legal debt marthe regular tax rate that we pay?
diate already that are a part
gin of $4,918,320.
of our County Forest PreThe total amount of
serve District, like Hidden
property taxes that were
Lake and the various other
collected in that year were
How realistic is the availability of
close by preserves that we
$877,271.
are
already funding through
any matching funds?
our tax dollars? Not to menWHAT SOME PEOPLE
tion
the Morton Arboretum
HAVE ExPrESSED IN
which while it charges an
OPPOSITION TO THE
admission
fee, is just a
What happens if the matching
rEFErENDUM:
short distance away from
funds are not available to us?
Why can’t we the resus?
idents and the Park officials
The BPD has said that
just continue to fight any
they
plan
to expand and improposed redevelopment of this corner lot with the Duprove connections to Hidden Lake. Just what does
page County officials to eliminate the need to borrow
their
proposed improvement to that connection inclose to $3 million of the taxpayer’s money?
clude? Is there going to be a pedestrian bridge to it
Don’t we already have sufficient space and facilthat is included in the cost of the referendum? Or is it
ities in our existing parks already? Do we need to add
just to ask IDOT to put in a walk signal to cross Butanother relatively small parcel of 2.44 acres to our
terfield Road?
main park for such a large amount of money?
Continued on page 14 >>
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>> The Upcoming Vote (Continued from page 13)

The Park District says in their example to determine approximately how much additional taxes you
Many of us moved to Butterfield to take advanwould have to pay if the referendum passes, that an
tage of the lower property tax rates that we have in
average home with a market value of $250,000, (which
comparison to the incorporated Village of Lombard.
is about what the average home in Butterfield East is
If I were to add the amount of increase that would
currently shown to be on some websites like
be added to my current tax rate for the park district
Zillow.com where I saw homes in Butterfield East rangif the referendum passes, it
ing from $221,000 on up to
seems like it would be very
$348,000 on today’s market).
close to that of what the
“Many of us moved to
If I take that estimate from the
Lombard Park District in the
Park District, which is preButterfield to take
Village of Lombard charges.
sented as merely an estimate
By my estimation, if
advantage of the lower
at face value. That would
the BPD received about
property
tax
rates
that
we
mean that the typical home
4.7% of tax dollars from a
with a market value of that
have in comparison to the
Butterfield East resident,
$250,000 amount would see
that is going to increase to
incorporated Village of
an estimated increase in their
about 5.5% of the tax dolcurrent
tax in the amount of
Lombard. If I were to add
lars after the referendum,
$69.60 per year for the next
the amount of increase that
right? By contrast, Milton
20 years. Which would be a
Township, which maintains
would be added to my
total of $1,392 if the estiand plows our roads, manmates hold true. For a person
current tax rate for the park
ages our trees, etc. receives
with a higher market-value
2.15% of our tax dollars.
district if the referendum
home, you would have to adThe park district already
passes, it seems like it
just those amounts to reflect
consumes the largest chunk
the
increased taxable value
would be very close to that
of our tax dollars right after
of your home accordingly.
the Lombard School District
of what the Lombard Park
The Park District esti44 and the Glenbard High
mates that it serves a curDistrict in the Village of
School District 87, which
rent population of about
Lombard charges.”
are our public schools. That
10,000 people. If you divide
just seems like a large porthe almost $3,000,000 in
tion to further acquire 2.44
bonds to be levied by the approximate number of
acres for the distant Glen Briar Park and to further
10,000 residents, that would come to about $300 for
improve parks in Butterfield East which have already
every man, woman and child in the district.
undergone many expensive improvements without
the need to have raised our tax rates for those imIN CONCLUSION,
provements. From what I notice, currently, our parks
In order to pass the referendum, it is required that
receive little usage on a daily basis. So why should I
a simple majority of the votes cast on the referendum
invest in more improvements that don’t seem to be
itself decide the outcome to either pass it or to reject it.
utilized?
Please go out and vote! If you do not vote, you
Most of us are currently paying on average, a litare leaving the decision making to others. So don’t
tle bit less than $300 per year, inclusive of the current
complain after the fact if it passes and you wished it
tax rate for the Park District along with the Park District
didn’t. Or if it fails and you wish it had passed. If you
Pension Fund. Some feel that this is a lot for the bendon’t bother to vote on this issue, you’ll have only
efits received currently. Why should we add to that
yourself to blame!
amount of taxes?
October 2014
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LOCAL FOCALS
The 2014 Annual Picnic

and $25.00 in Lotto tickets.
American Chartered Bank, also a supporter of
the BHA, donated 3 cases of water.
Connie Poulos Loos donated two bottles of wine
and her husband, Michael, to be our Bingo caller and
he did a fine job.
The Butterfield Homeowners Association gave
ten $25.00 gift cards from various stores in the area.
And last, but not least, thank you Larry Reiner,
Butterfield Park District Executive Director, for helping
us on picnic day and for the use of the picnic site.
Thank you all for your generous help. It was much
appreciated. Just think of the many more things that
the BHA could do with the help of more volunteers.
Get involved, it's really rewarding!!!
— Gloria Atkins

or those of you who requested that we bring
back our annual picnic, thank you for your
suggestion. For those of you who did not attend, you missed a fun time. Mother Nature sent us a
beautiful day and Glen Briar Park was the perfect location to have it.
The committee which consisted of Norm Atkins,
Doug Elwell, Bob Garstki, Phyllis and Carl Schroeder
and Connie Poulos Loos were instrumental in making
this happen. It could not have been possible without
their help and the generous donations that we received.
Mark Gil, owner of the Wash 'n Go at Route 53
and Butterfield Road is a huge supporter of the BHA
and donated 50 car washes, four $50.00 gas cards

F
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BUTTErFIELD CLASSIFIEDS
elcome to our new Butterfield Classifieds section! If you are a paid-up member of the Butterfield Homeowners Association, you are entitled
to one free classified ad of up to 25 words in each issue
of our newsletter! Want to show an image in your classified
ad? (See right.) You can also upgrade to a display ad at a
discounted price! Non-members can also run a classified
ad starting at only $10! Contact Treasurer Bob Garstki at
630-715-0864, bobgarstki@comcast.net to learn more.

W

Harvest Time

HOME & GArDEN

and those that did provided produce of a lesser quality. This was due to a lack of sunlight, inadequate
nutrition, an overabundance of weeds, including
clover, Creeping Charlie, and some particularly
agressive scallions, and some occasional dry conditions that almost killed the pumpkins.
Fortunately, it looks like I will get at least 3 goodsized pumpkins out of my pumpkin patch, just in time
for Halloween. The tomatoes look to be ripe and juicy,
just the right size for a garden salad, and some of the
corn and radishes are also ready for harvest. Lessons
learned? Plant early in May (I planted in early June),
make sure they have abundant food and sunlight, and
keep the weeds under control, or they will take over.
A good lesson for gardening, and for life.

By Doug Elwell

ack in April of this year, we published an article titled, “Growing Your First Garden”. I was
inspired to run this article as I was about to
plant my first garden, and I wanted to learn more
about how to do it properly. I ended up planting lettuce, tomatoes, corn, radishes, broccoli, spinach,
melons and watermelons in the main garden, a variety of herbs in a secondary garden spot just south
of the main garden, and a pumpkin patch near the
southwest corner of my back yard.
Unfortunately, due to a variety of factors borne out
of my lack of experience in gardening, many of the
plants either did not produce fruit, or blossom at all,

B

A sampling of the first fruits of my 2014 garden, including
corn, tomatoes, broccoli and radishes.

The corn at first grew aggressively and sprouted about a
dozen ears, but many were stunted by the early cold snap.
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BUTTErFIELD BUSINESS DIrECTOrY
CATEGOrY

COMPANY NAME

CONTACT INFO

AVAILABLE SErVICES

ACUPUNCTUrIST/
CHIrOPrACTOr

Wang Acu-Chiropractic
Clinic

Dr. CHUNAN-MIN WANG
2S065 Hampton Lane
630-932-1274
www.acup-chiro.com

Acupuncturist and chiropractic
services

AUTO rEPAIr

Nuts & Volts
Auto repair

Nicholas Goclan
333 S. Main, Lombard
630-932-8833
Fax: 630-932-1272
www.nutsandvoltsauto
repair.com

Since 1967.
Certified mechanics.
Complete auto repair service.
Foreign & domestic.
Goodyear independent tire dealer and
installer.

BEAUTY

Jafra Cosmetics

Lisa McDaniel
630-660-8298
LisasZumba@gmail.com
www.OrderBeauty4u.com
email:
Lisa@OrderBeauty4u.com

Skin care, cosmetics & body care.
Specialized lines for teens & babies.
Professional makeup application,
complimentary consultations, on-line
ordering.

FITNESS

Zumba Fitness
Instructor

Lisa McDaniel
630-660-8298
LisasZumba@gmail.com
www.Lisaszumba.com

Licensed Zumba Instructor available for
personal, group and event teaching
opportunities. Also licensed to teach
“ZumbAtomic” (children ages 4-12) &
“Gold” (active older adult, true
beginner or people new to exercising).

PET SErVICES

Figgy’s Zen Dogs

Felicia Figlwicz
708-205-6460
Scully935@Aol.com

We speak bark, howl, whine and growl.
Walks/home sitting/training for all types
of pets. ABC Certified Dog Trainer

PIANO LESSONS

Phyllis Schroeder

20W632 Glen Court
630-627-2671

Experienced teacher of piano, organ,
and keyboards.

rEAL ESTATE

Connie Poulos Loos

2S071 Colonial Ln
630-400-1212
connieloos21@aol.com

real estate consulting services
Member of the National Association of
realtor, ABr, CrS, SSFS, CNS
Vice President BHA
resident Butterfield Homeowner

LISTED BUSINESSES MUST BE CUrrENT ON DUES
ADD YOUr BUSINESS INFOrMATION TO THE BUSINESS DIrECTOrY
Contact: www.bhatoday.com/contact
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1: Flush or blush
2: Back way
3: She's a deer
4: Lower, as a light
5: Does nothing
6: Lads
7: Divot material
8: Musclebound brute
9: Tight
10: Gropes for words
11: My brothel's keeper?
12: Given a new look
14: Block up
16: Brighten
20: Water temperature 'gauge'
25: Corkscrew-tailed animal
26: Join, as the Army
27: Heart problem
28: Keg tap
29: Decision made at home?
30: Dance part?
31: Peck partner
32: Transfer from one carrier to
another, as freight
34: Night birds
35: Dr. No, to Bond
37: May celebrant
42: Minor player, so to speak
44: Smoothed wood
47: Tease mercilessly
49: Use foul language
51: Mount Vernon, e.g.
52: Diplomat
53: Counterfeit
54: Gold, chemically speaking
55: Promontory
56: Practical joke
57: Fired
59: Like a wet noodle
62: Quill tip
63: Obtain
65: Dress fancily, with 'out'

3
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8 1

1

1

6

6

9

9

5
8

CrOSSWOrD PUZZLE
DOWN

1: Lowlife
4: Chest protector
7: Ambassadorial fashion accessory
11: New Mexico necktie
12: Upgrade the decor
13: Made a selection
15: Supposedly
17: Stuffed delicacy
18: Deep distress
19: Most chilling?
21: Mao follower?
22: Unproductive
23: Hightails it
24: Sesame starter?
27: NPR has none
28: People
30: 'Leading With My ___' (Leno
book)
33: Vegan's staple
36: Shine
38: Suspended
39: Took the gold
40: Dirt, so to speak
41: Prank
43: Table supports
45: Tobacco pipe part
46: Some choir members
48: It may be passed on the Hill
50: Indian music
51: Maître d's offering
53: Spider in the kitchen
56: Hoedown honey
58: They're secretive
60: Tint
61: Terminating
64: Moneymen
66: Spirit in a bottle
67: Temper
68: Responsibility
69: Obligation
70: Get nosy
71: Place for P.E.
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Butterfield recipes

Now that pumpkin season is upon us, here is a recipe
that has been in our household for many years. It
makes a large amount so that everyone can enjoy it.

PUMPkIN SPICE BArS
4 eggs
2 C. sugar
1 C. vegetable oil
16 oz. can pumpkin
2 C. flour
2 t. baking powder

2 t. cinnamon
1 t. baking soda
3/4 t. salt
1/2 t. ginger
1/4 t. cloves

CrEAM CHEESE FrOSTING
6 oz. soft cream cheese
1/4 c. and 2 T. margarine
1 t. vanilla
little milk, if needed
2 C. confectioners sugar
chopped nuts, if desired

DIrECTIONS

Mix well all ingredients and put into a greased jelly
roll pan (10 x 15) and bake at 350 deg. for 25-30
mins. Let cool, then frost with CREAM CHEESE
FROSTING and cut into bars.
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If any of you cooks or bakers have a recipe to share,
please send them to us via our contact form at
http://bhatoday.com/contact-form/
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Butterfield Homeowners Association
2S104 Avondale Lane
Lombard, IL 60148

Butterfield Homeowners Association

President

Douglas Elwell

630-627-4845
doug@dougelwell.com

Vice President,
Memberships

Connie Poulos
Loos

630-400-1212
connieloos21@aol.com

Secretary

Gloria
Atkins

630-620-6769
nanaglo10@hotmail.com

Treasurer,
Advertising

Bob Garstki

630-715-0864
bobgarstki@comcast.net

Marketing
Director/
Webmaster

Douglas Elwell

630-627-4845
doug@dougelwell.com

Landscaping

Phyllis Schroeder

630-627-2671
pianograma@comcast.net

Welcome Wagon

Jean Paprocki
Sandy Henry

630-932-8601
630-495-3978

Speak Out

Editorial Staff

bhatoday.com/contact

Canopies

Tony Danylevsky

630-932-1804
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Important Phone Numbers

Animal Control
BHA Facebook

682-7197
www.facebook.com/
BHAToday

Butterfield Park District

858-2229

BHA Website

Butterfield School

ComEd
DuPage Non-Emergency Police
Fire
DuPage Zoning
Electronics Recycling
Emergency Fire/Police
Flood Brothers

Good Samaritan Hospital
Illinois American Water Co.
Lombard Post Office

Milton Township Office
Highway
Poison Control Center

Vacation home checks
Voter registration

Waste Management

Westlake Middle School
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York Township Office
Highway

www.bhatoday.com
827-4000

800-334-7661
407-2400
620-5738
407-6700
627-2200
911
261-0400
275-5900
739-8810
627-1864

690-9036
682-4270

800-942-5969
682-7256
629-0475

800-747-2278
827-4500

620-2400
627-2200
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