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The Illinois “Fair Tax” 

I  llinois has long faced financial problems under Republicans 

and Democrats and the economic woes have only been wors-

ened by actions to deal with the coronavirus pandemic. The 

state started the budget year with a $3.4 billion deficit, $8.5 billion 

in unpaid bills and an unfunded public employee pension liability 

of $137.2 billion. 

Governor Pritzker has said the state’s tax system is structurally 

inadequate to meet required spending. His plan is the graduated rate 

tax, which would raise about $1.4 billion for the rest of the current 

budget year and $3.4 billion over a full 12 months. 

Illinois now has a constitutionally mandated flat-rate tax that 

taxes all personal income at the same rate of 4.95%. Under a grad-

uated-rate income tax, different levels of wages are taxed at different 

rates. Proponents say higher income taxpayers should bear a greater 

tax burden than lower income taxpayers. Opponents say a graduated 

tax hurts business owners and job creators and makes them the target 

of future tax hikes. Raising taxes across the board under a flat tax is 

more difficult to do, they say, and thus helps prevent the state from 

more easily raising taxes in the future.  

What Are the Brackets and Rates? 
Under the new tax rates proposed by the General Assembly, the rate 

would drop to 4.75% for the first $10,000 of income for single and 

joint filers. Income between $10,000 and $100,000 would be taxed 

at 4.9%, and the rate would remain at 4.95% for income between 

$100,000 and $250,000. 

From there, single filers would be 7.75% for income between 

$250,000 and $350,000, and 7.85% for income between $350,000 

and $750,000. Joint filers would be taxed at 7.75% on income be-

tween $250,000 and $500,000, and 7.85% on income between 

$500,000 and $1 million. After that, all income for single filers that 

make over $750,000 or joint filers that make over $1 million annually 

will be taxed at 7.99%. The corporate tax rate would increase from 

the current 7% to a flat rate of 7.99%, matching the top personal rate. 

Pros: 
The proposed tax plan will include the following benefits:  

 An increase in  the current property tax credit by 1 percentage 

point, from 5% to 6%. 
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Indecent Proposals 

T his November 3rd, we will not only be 

electing the next President of the 

United States, as well as a number of 

other state and local officials, but we will also 

be deciding on an important amendment (see 

“The Illinois ‘Fair Tax’” discussed above) and 

three propositions, two of which could have a 

significant effect on the future of Butterfield.  

As explained above, the graduated income 

tax, or “Fair Tax”, would temporarily lower 

taxes for the lower tax brackets, and raise them 

for the higher tax brackets. And though that 

seems like it would have a significant effect on 

our lives, even more significant are the implica-

tions raised by two of the three propositions 

placed at the end of the ballot.  

The first proposition asks, “Shall DuPage 

County continue to consider financial support of 

law enforcement and public safety its top budg-

eting priority?” Though on the face of it this 

might seem to not be a big deal, the fact that this 

question is being asked is telling. Though ac-

cording to Ballotpedia.org, this ballot measure 

is “non-binding”, it will no doubt have an effect 

on the direction DuPage County will go in terms 

of funding of law enforcement, which may al-

ready be under review due to recent events.  

The third proposition, “Shall DuPage 

County continue to fund and support training 

methods that decrease the risk of injury to offi-

cers and suspects for local law enforcement 

agencies?” seems obvious on its face as well. 

Again, one wonders why is this question even 

being asked? Though we at the BHA cannot ex-

plicitly promote a political point of view, I think 

that it is reasonable to assert that the safety and 

security of our men and women in uniform is of 

paramount importance, and the safety of crimi-

nals, actual or merely suspected, is also highly 

important, and thus should not even be in ques-

tion. Is this the right direction for DuPage 

County? Let your vote decide.  

Sources: 
The County of DuPage: View Your Ballot 

https://www.dupageco.org/SampleBallot/ 

Click on the “View Ballot” link.  

 

DuPage County, Illinois 

Law Enforcement Budget Advisory  

Referendum (November 2020) 

https://ballotpedia.org/DuPage_County,_ 

Illinois,_Law_Enforcement_Budget_Advisory_ 

Referendum_(November_2020) 



The Penitent Man 
By Doug Elwell, President 
Butterfield Homeowners Association 

 
“Only the penitent man will pass.”  

   ~ Dr. Henry Jones,  
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade 

 

O  ccasionally when writing editorial, writers can sometimes 

rush to meet deadlines. Preoccupied with work, life, and 

other stressors, we may overlook the details that are im-

portant to others. That was the case with some of the editorial that 

was published in our Summer 2020 issue.  

When discussing those few of the younger generations that were 

engaging in acts of civil disorder, those people, and only those people, 

were described as “Generation Joker”. This name was partly inspired 

by the movie Joker, wherein criminal acts of violence, looting, and 

burning by a criminal dressed as a clown were graphically depicted. 

I as the Publisher felt that, as an opinion piece, the commentary was 

timely and relevant, but apparently some thought, incorrectly, that 

the label “Generation Joker” was being applied to everyone from the 

younger generations, not just those actively involved in criminal ac-

tivity. Some people were concerned that this label was even being 

applied specifically to young people living in Butterfield. I assure 

you that blaming anyone from Butterfield was not the intent, and if 

you felt that it was, I am truly sorry, and I ask your forgiveness. The 

“Family Fun” section is intended for the betterment of all in Butter-

field, especially the children, who are our future.  

The negative attitudes expressed in that article were largely the 

product of the “siege mentality” that we have all been experienc-

ing. This affected the perception of events, and caused the editorial 

to reflect the heightened sense of fear and stress that we have all 

been enduring. The Coronavirus has proven to be less deadly than 

feared, but it has certainly taken its toll on our patience. And I see 

now that penitence must be added to that patience. And only the 

penitent man will pass the test.  

In this issue we will discuss two primary areas of concern: 

1) The 2020 Election, and 2) The future of the BHA. The time 

has come to discuss necessary steps to secure the future of the 

BHA so that our children will inherit a successful, well-funded 

and effective HOA. Indeed the children are our future, and it is 

our responsibility to make sure that that future is bright. 
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Reincorporation? 

O  ccasionally over the last few years we have debated 

whether or not the BHA should continue on as a non-

profit organization, or if we should reincorporate it as a 

for-profit organization and begin growing it 

into a typical homeowners association like 

any other, with physical assets, employees, 

and a more robust infrastructure that can pro-

vide higher-quality and more consistent serv-

ices over time. This idea has been bandied 

about before as the BHA has not always been 

properly managed in the past, with new ad-

ministrations coming and going sometimes in 

as little as one year. As a result, there have 

been some issues with proper knowledge 

transfer, consistency in quantity and quality 

of services, and general corporate governance that are the source 

of potential legal problems for the organization. Moreover, con-

verting the BHA to a for-profit corporation provides a number of 

advantages that the more limited nonprofit corporate model offers. 

Another option is to convert the BHA into a modern, compliant 

501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. Right now the BHA, officially 

titled “Butterfield Homeowner’s Association of Lombard”, is not 

in compliance with the 501(c)(3) standard, making it legally ques-

tionable as to whether or not it is still a legal nonprofit entity.  

The History of the BHA 
The Butterfield Homeowners Association was formed in 1961, the 

same year the Butterfield subdivision was founded, and held its 

first formal meeting on April 22, 1961. The BHA was later for-

mally incorporated as a nonprofit entity under 

the “General Not For Profit Corporation Act” 

of Illinois on April 25th, 1979, and remains a 

nonprofit to this day. However, the nonprofit 

corporate requirements have changed since 

that time, and the BHA is no longer fully in 

compliance with the latest requirements, so in 

the eyes of the law, it is no longer considered 

to be a fully compliant nonprofit corporation.  

The Future of the BHA 
After having consulted with accountants and 

attorneys regarding the subject of converting 

the current ogranization to a 501(c)(3), it was discovered that it 

would be much easier and cheaper to reincorporate the BHA as ei-

ther a for-profit entity, or as a modern, compliant 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

corporation. Converting the BHA would also clean up a number of 

problems that have cropped up over the years, and would give us a 

fresh start with a clean state. Please join us at our next meeting to 

discuss this and other pressing issues, meeting details can be found 

on the bottom of page 3. 
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 A per-child tax credit of up to $100 for individuals earning less 

than $80,000 and joint filers earning less than $100,000. 

 A decrease in the average tax rate for all taxpayers earning less than 

$250,000 annually, which amounts to 97% of Illinois wage earners. 

Cons: 
 The 3% of Illinois residents who earn over $250,000 annually 

will pay more in taxes under Pritzker’s proposed plan. This seems 

fair that the rich should pay their “fair share”, but that will mean 

less money available for purchasing goods and services, investing 

in companies, and ultimately creating more good-paying jobs in the 

private sector, which is how the rich usually invest their money.  

 This proposal will make it easier for lawmakers to raise rates in 

the future, with middle-class taxpayers eventually also getting taxed 

at higher rates. The concern is that this tax change is a “foot in the 

door” that could result in dramatically higher tax rates for all tax 

brackets in the future, with the initial tax reductions being a trick to 

convert people in to their scheme.   

If the graduated-rate income tax does not pass in November, 

Pritzker’s proposed options include cutting state spending on educa-

tion, public safety and social services by 15%, or raising the flat tax 

rate to 5.95% for Illinois taxpayers. One way or another, Illinois’ debts 

need to be paid or, as we saw in our last issue, our credit rating will 

drop to junk status, and draconian measures are sure to follow.  

Sources: 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s graduated-rate income tax:  

Here’s what you need to know 

https://bit.ly/3ilH2Ah 

 

The Coalition to Stop the Proposed Tax Hike Amendment 

https://notaxhikeamendment.com 

 

Illinois Allow for Graduated Income Tax Amendment (2020) 

https:/ /ballotpedia.org/Il l inois_Allow_for_Graduated_ 

Income_Tax_Amendment_(2020) 

 

This amendment will appear on the ballot this November.  

 A “yes” vote supports repealing the state's constitutional require-

ment that the state personal income tax be a flat rate and instead allow 

the state to enact legislation for a graduated income tax. 
 

 A “no” vote opposes this constitutional amendment, thus continu-

ing to require that the state personal income tax be a flat rate and pro-

hibit a graduated income tax. 

>> The Illinois “Fair Tax” (Continued from page 4)



Membership Dues and Dont’s 

R ecently, while perusing some old BHA newsletters from 

the early 1990s, I noticed that the membership fee back 

in 1990 was $25/year. That seemed strange as the mem-

bership fee is still $25/year to this day, meaning that the fee has 

remained unchanged for over 30 years!  

This is a problem, as the rate of inflation has steadily eroded 

the value of the dollar over the years. According to the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics consumer price index, today’s prices in 2020 are 

98.87% higher than average prices since 1990. The U.S. dollar 

experienced an average inflation rate of 2.32% per year during 

this period, causing the real value of a dollar to decrease. In other 

words, $1 in 1990 is equivalent in purchasing power to about 

$1.99 in 2020, a difference of $0.99 over 30 years. So, it appears 

that  previous administrations had failed to raise the membership 

rates to accomodate for inflation, leaving the BHA short on funds 

to the tune of roughly $70,000 over the past 30 years.  

Now that by itself is not a huge problem (though we definitely 

could have used that money). The real problem is that we now 

recognize our failure to increase the dues, and some still do not 

want to increase them. But we do not necessarily have to increase 

our dues (though we should) to bring in more money and save on 

costs. Here are the options: 

 Raise the annual dues to $50/year to bring them back up to 

where they should be based on the 1990 standard. This will 

allow us to pay our existing bills and save money.  

 Raise the annual dues to $35/year in 2022, and raise them 

again to $50 in 2025.  

 Keep the annual dues $25/year, and discontinue the print 

newsletter, creating an electronic version only to save money.  

 Keep the annual dues $25/year, but if members want to donate 

$50/year or more, they will continue to receive the print 

newsletter. All others will receive electronic only.  
 

We  will be discussing these options and other important issues 

related to the future of the BHA at the next regular meeting on 

October 15th. Please find the meeting information on page 3.   

Resources  
  CPI Inflation Calculator: https://www.in2013dollars.com/ 

us/inflation/1990?amount=1 
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F all festivities abound all over Illinois. With two 

major holidays, Halloween and Thanksgiving, as 

well as numerous lesser festivals starting as early as 

August, there are plenty of activities to choose from 

throughout the state. Though, predictably, most festivals have been 

closed, we are surprised to find that there are still a few nice activ-

ities to be found:  
ABBEY FARMS PUMPKIN DAZE 
Aurora, September 19 – November 1 

Welcome to your authentic farm adventure! Step out and away from 

modern life and make new memories together with your friends 

and family at Abbey Farms Pumpkin Daze!  Packed with activities, 

their 40-acre pumpkin farm has everything you need to make your 

family’s day at the farm special. Visit the friendly petting zoo on 

the weekends or grab a craft beer or glass of wine under the tent 

each weekend (Satur-

days and Sundays, 

only) while you 

listen to live 

music from 

local artists 

in the after-

noons (week-

ends), the rest of your 

group can sleuth their way through one of the largest corn 

mazes in all Chicagoland! If you like animals, enjoy our 

petting zoo on the weekends. Complete your visit with a 

trip to our pumpkin field filled with Abbey Farms grown 

pumpkins ready for carving! 

Location: Address: 2855 Hart Road, Aurora 

Admission: Weekends and Holidays: $17, weekdays: $12, 
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H  alloween hasn’t ghosted us yet. It’s still on the cal-

endar. Halloween candy is hitting the shelves. And 

Spirit Halloween is opening stores. But we’re still 

in the midst of a pandemic, and so it 

should come as little surprise that 

Halloween celebrations and trick-or-

treating will look different this year 

— just as Easter egg hunts did in 

April. Will there be trick-or-treating, 

costumes, parties? Will people even 

feel comfortable being “scary” dur-

ing COVID-19? Only time will tell, 

but in the meantime, we’ve started 

compiling a list of ideas for how to 

safely get your spook on in 2020. 

DECORATE YOUR HOUSE TO 
THE MAX 
Haunt the neighborhood with store-bought or DIY (or shall 

we say boo-it-yourself) Halloween decorations to transform 

the inside of your home, porch and more.  

SET UP A CANDY GRAVEYARD 
Set up fake tombstones in your yard with prizes and candy 

piled up next to each tombstone. You could have each kid enter 

the graveyard one at a time and package up candy and prizes 

into individual treat bags for extra safety. 

HOST ZOOM COSTUME  
PARTIES AND PUMPKIN-
CARVING CONTESTS 
Host a Halloween-themed costume 

or dance party on Zoom for friends 

and family. Create a spooktacular 

playlist for everyone to shake their 

boo things to, and have attendees 

show off their costumes on cam-

era. 

ATTEND A TRUNK-OR-TREAT 
Trunk-or-treating is one of the 

trends buzzing this year in terms of 

socially distant trick-or-treat substitutes. An organized event 

usually held in a school or church parking lot, trunk-or-treating 

entails decorated vehicles, and kids go trick-or-treating from 

car to car. You can host this in your neighborhood, too, with 

neighbors setting up trunk displays in the driveway and pass-

ing out candy. Note: Consider having designated adults (who 

commit to applying hand sanitizer) give out the candy rather 

Ideas for Celebrating Quarantine-O-Ween

Host a social-distance-friendly Halloween-themed cos-
tume or dance party on Zoom for friends and family

Continued on page 11 >>
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ages 2 and under: free - no ticket required. 

Phone: 630-966-7775 

Website: https://www.abbeyfarms.org/pumpkin-daze 

JOHANSEN FARM CHILDREN’S ZOO, PUMPKIN 
PATCH & FALL FESTIVAL 
Bolingbrook, September – October 

Johansen Farms, formally known as Low-Land-Gardens, origi-

nated in 1925 when Hans Johansen came to America from 

Copenhagen, Denmark to settle in Lisle, Illinois. Cort Johansen 

Sr., the second oldest of Hans’ four children, was born in 1929 

and chose to follow in his father’s footsteps. He opened his first 

farm stand with his wife, Dorothy, in 1957. This year the Jo-

hansens are celebrating their 85th year in business. In keeping 

with Cort Sr.’s legacy, Johansen Farms continues to offer families 

a fall festival featuring the grandest of pumpkin displays, stun-

ning mums in every fall shade and a petting zoo for children of 

all ages! 

Location: 710 W Boughton Rd., Bolingbrook 

Admission: See https://johansenfarms.com/admission/ 

The History of Halloween 

H   alloween is a cel-

ebration that takes 

place every Octo-

ber 31st, where children typi-

cally go “trick-or-treating”, 

where they go from house to 

house gathering treats, usually 

in the form of candy. It is traditional for children to say “trick or treat”  

before asking for candy, because in the old days, if one did not receive 

a treat, one might play a trick on the house that was not generous to 

the children.  

The modern Halloween is actually a fusion of two different 

holidays: the Christian holiday of All Hallow’s Eve, and the Celtic 

pagan celebration of Samhain. Though there are differences of 

opinion, it is believed that Halloween is essentially a Christianized 

version of Samhain, where Christians are instructed to hallow the 

memory of the faithful dead, especially saints and martyrs.  

In the original, pre-Christian celebration of Samhain, however, 

the ancient Celts did not pray to their gods for the welfare of the 

dead, but they prayed to their gods to protect them from the dead! 

The classic carved pumpkin was actually intended to scare off evil 

spirits and the restless dead, who might rise from the grave, return 

to their old house, and haunt their own 

family!  

According to Irish folklore, a man called 

Jack O’Lantern was sentenced to roam the 

earth for eternity. A ghostly figure of the 

night, O’Lantern walks with a burning coal 

inside of a carved-out turnip to light his way. 

When the Irish and Scots immigrated to 

America, bringing the tradition with them, 

they found that pumpkins, native to Amer-

ica, made perfect fruits for carving. Pump-

kin Jack O’Lanterns have been an integral 

part of Halloween festivities ever since. 

In ancient Ireland the spirits of the dead 

were believed to come forth from the Un-

derworld on Samhain Eve (Halloween). It 

was believed that during this time of the year the material and spir-

itual worlds came closest together, and as a result, spiritual “door-

ways” between the two worlds opened up, allowing the spirits 

easier access to the upper world of humanity. At those times, par-

ticularly on Samhain Eve, the spirits were believed to flood out over 

all Ireland, harassing people foolish enough to be caught out after 

dark, and trying their best to scare and play tricks even on those 

wise enough to stay in. This belief, likely acted out by the people 

as part of their ritual celebrations, was the basis for the modern 

“Halloween” celebration.  

SOURCES:  
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween 

 https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/jack-o-lantern-turnips-
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DIDIER FARMS PUMPKINFEST 
Lincolnshire, September 19 – October 31 

Visitors come from near and far to experience Pumpkinfest at Di-

dier Farms, mid-September through October 31. Harvest season 

is one of the most beautiful times in Northern Illinois and a time 

to rejoice in the harvest and to celebrate one of everyone’s favorite 

holidays — Halloween! Come see the Animal Land Zoo or Play 

in the Pumpkin Playland! 

Location: 16678 W. Aptakisic Rd., Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Admission: Ticket-based, 20 tickets for $20 

Phone: 847-634-3291 

Website: https://didierfarms.com/pumpkinfest/ 

HEAP’S GIANT PUMPKIN FARM 
Minooka, September 12 – October 31 

Come join us for the fall season! We are located in Northern Illi-

nois about eight miles west of and I-55 on route US-52 in Mi-

nooka, IL. We are a working farm that raises corn, soybeans and 

over 90 different varieties of pumpkins, gourds, and squash. We 

also have a variety of different farm animals on the farm. We have 

over 25 acres of pumpkins! Pre-picked pumpkins are available on 

site or you can take U-Pick Hay Ride to the pumpkin patch to find 

that perfect pumpkin. There’s also a corn maze, a soybean maze, 

a craft shop and much more.  

Location: 4853 U.S. Highway 52, Minooka 

Admission: Must purchase tickets for attractions. 

Phone: 815-651-7288 

Website: https://www.heapsgiantpumpkinfarm.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/heapfarms 

SONNY ACRES FARM 
West Chicago, Year-Round, Weather Permitting 

Sonny Acres Farm is a family owned and operated pumpkin farm 

located in West Chicago, IL, since 1883. Originally settled by first 

generation German immigrants Ferdinand and Anna Nagel home-

steaded what was eventually to become the Sonny Acres farm. 

Back then it was known as the Oakwood Farm. Today, Sonny 

Acres has new owners keeping the traditions alive and making 

the farm a vibrant destination. 

Location: 29W310 North Ave., West Chicago 

Admission: Free to browse store, must purchase tickets for attrac-

tions. See website for special group events.  

Phone: 630-231-3859 

Website: https://sonnyacres.com 

FALL COLOR FESTIVAL 
Lisle, All throughout October 

The Fall Color Festival celebrates the most brilliant season at The 

Morton Arboretum. Take in 1,700 acres of seasonal splendor, as 

hundreds of thousands of trees from 40 countries blaze with fiery 

orange, warm gold, and vivid crimson. Hike or bike in the crisp fall 

air. Drive scenic roads to see spectacular vistas. Make family mem-

ories in our award-winning Children’s Garden, or enjoy fall-themed 

events. Also, many special activities. Some may be online-only or 

have limited access, so be sure to purchase tickets fast! 

Location: 4100 Illinois Route 53, Lisle 

Admission: Call 630-968-0074 or or hours and availability visit:  

https://www.mortonarb.org/visit-explore/plan-visit/admission-

and-hours 

Phone: 630-968-0074 

Website: https://www.mortonarb.org/taxonomy/term/61/all 

COSLEY ZOO PUMPKIN FEST 
Wheaton, October 1–31 

Come out to Cosley Zoo this fall and enjoy the colors of the season, 

see the animals, and pick out your pumpkins! Pumpkins, gourds, 

apples, cider, corn stalks, and 

straw bales are all available for 

purchase. This event will follow 

Phase 4 guidelines of the restore 

Illinois Plan. Capacity in the zoo 

is limited. All individuals will 

need a reserved ticket. Walk-up 

tickets will not be available. You 

must enter at your reserved entry 

time. Early and late arrivals may 

not be able to be accommodated. 

Face coverings are required for all 

zoo visitors over the age of two 

when at least 6ft. of distance can-

not be maintained between non-

household groups. Admission to 

Pumpkin Fest is included with 

your general admission entry 

ticket. 

Location: 1356 North Gary Ave., 

Wheaton 
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Admission: Free for shoppers, vendors much purchase tickets.  

Phone: 630-665-5534 

Website: https://wheatonparkdistrict.com/events/pumpkin-fest/ 

HAUNTED! LOCAL MYTHS & LEGENDS WITH THE 
WOODRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Online, October 14 at 7:00 p.m., 

On Wednesday, October 14 at 7:00 p.m., Kathi Kresol, paranormal 

investigator, historian, and founder of Haunted Rockford, will delight 

and scare with chilling tales of local haunted areas in Woodridge and 

DuPage County during a virtual program; open to teens and adults 

in search of a fright and local history. Pre-register through the 

Woodridge Library at least 30 minutes prior to the program. Free, no 

library card required.  

Location: Online 

Admission: Free. Must register 30 minutes prior to the discussion.  
Website: https://www.woodridgelibrary.org/virtual-haunted-local-

myths-legends 

VIRTUAL FALL CRAFT FAIR 
Online, October 15 – November 15 

We are excited to offer a Virtual Craft Fair this year. Vendors and 

crafters will be highlighted throughout the event on Facebook (The 

Village Vocal Chords of Harmony Incorporated) and Instagram 

(@villagevocalchords). Shop from the comfort of your home — no 

masks required! THIS EVENT IS FREE FOR SHOPPERS! 

Vendors and crafters are wanted. visit website for details.  

Location: Online 

Admission: Free for shoppers, vendors much purchase tickets.  

Website: https://www.VillageVocalChords.org/craft-fair 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/VillageVocalChords 

CELEBRATE THE MIGHTY OAK IN OAKTOBER 
October 1–31 

Recently, the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County began cel-

ebrating a new festival they created called “OAKtober” to celebrate 

the mighty oak tree. Here are a few ways you and your family and 

friends can celebrate OAKtober in DuPage forest preserves: 

 Take a walk in one of DuPage forest preserves’ marvelous oak 

forests and savannas. Check out Oldfield Oaks Forest Preserve in 

Darien, Mayslake Peabody Estate in Oak Brook or Greene Valley 

Forest Preserve in Naperville’s White Oak Trail. See how many va-

rieties of oak trees you can identify!  

 Feed your brain and change how you view nature by reading a 

story about trees: The Overstory by Richard Powers, The Hidden 

Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben and Lab Girl by Hope Jahren are 

three we’d recommend.  

 Read “Interview with an Oak” to learn more about oak trees.  

 Reflect on the many ways that oak trees are in your own life. 

Do you have oak floors or furniture in your home? Admire the luster 

of the wood, the durability of the fibers and the purpose it plays in 

your home or work life.  

 Read up on fun facts about oak trees.  

 Plant an acorn tree to grow an oak tree using these simple direc-

tions.  

 Help us create healthy habitats for DuPage County oaks by mak-

ing a donation in any amount to the Friends of the Forest Preserve 

District of DuPage County to benefit natural resources restoration 

work. 

Location: See website for more information. 

Admission: Free 

Phone: 630-933-7200 

Website: https://www.dupageforest.org/blog/oaktober-2020  

Resources 
 Enjoy Illinois: https://www.enjoyillinois.com  

 Fairs & Festivals: https://www.fairsandfestivals.net/states/IL/  

 Kidlist: Activities for Kids: https://mykidlist.com/fall-festivals-

and-oktoberfests/ 
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than encourage lots of little hands to 

reach inside the bowl. 

REVERSE TRICK-OR-TREAT IN 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
With reverse trick-or-treating, peo-

ple drive by houses similar to the 

COVID-19 birthday parades. Those 

in the car will throw candy or de-

liver it to the kids in costumes in 

their yards. 

SET UP A TRICK-OR-TREAT 
DRIVEWAY TABLE 
Ditch the traditional communal 

Halloween candy bowl and have adults set up decorated tables 

or booths in their front yards where they can hand out indi-

vidual bags or cups of candy. This keeps contact to a minimum 

while also still showcasing decora-

tions and hauntingly good personal-

ity. 

HEAD TO A PUMPKIN PATCH 
Pumpkin patches are open but with 

safety precautions, including cash-

less payment, masks, hand sanitizer 

and limited capacity to ensure social 

distancing and safety. As we saw in 

the October Surprises! article, there 

are several excellent, professionally 

managed pumpkin patches around 

the area that also feature many other 

fun activies. Check them out!  

Source: https://www.retailmenot.com/blog/ideas-for-celebrating-

halloween-during-covid-19.html 

In reverse trick-or-treating, people drive by houses, and 
those in the car will throw candy or deliver it to the kids 

in costumes in their yards.

>> Quarantine-O-Ween (Continued from page 8)
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ACROSS 
1. Submitted, as a tax return 
6. Briscoe and Green, on "Law & 
Order" 
10. Bookie's numbers 
14. Close by, once 
15. Wednesday was named after him 
16. Use a rosary, perhaps 
17. Having a single element 
18. Problematic plants for ranchers 
20. Antique miniature chest 
22. Aardvark of kiddie TV 
23. Lake in northern Minnesota 
26. Subj. of a 1999 protest in  
Seattle 
27. Part of an agenda 
29. One ten-millionth of a joule 
30. Generic name for a dog 
33. Netscape or Internet Explorer 
36. Fireman's signal 
38. General Lee's govt. 
39. Remote control button 
40. Some Boy Scout leaders 
43. ___ dixit 
44. Business letter abbr. 
45. Augie Doggie or Deputy Dawg 
46. Drs. in delivery rooms 
48. Decide (to) 
50. PAC contributor, often 
54. Lack of individualism 
58. Corset material 
60. Overly aggressive dog, e.g. 
61. Competent 
62. "Dragonwyck" author Seton 
63. #1 hit for the Rolling Stones 
64. Dunderhead 
65. U.S. Navy's mascot 
66. Very long time 

DOWN 
1. Animal life 
2. Word before tube or ear 
3. "It was the ___ I could do" 
4. Night crawler 
5. Go to the Betty Ford Clinic, e.g. 
6. Not even close 
7. Reason to use an air freshener 
8. Typography option 
9. More wintry, in a way 
10. "Die Fledermaus," for one 
11. Puts on a tux, for example 
12. Jerry Stiller, to Ben Stiller 
13. Ending for some Windows files 
19. It's used to clean up spills 
21. Cleaving tool 
24. Water or garden follower 
25. Go along (with) 
27. "The Master Builder" playwright 
Henrik 
28. Kind of ski lift 
30. Is affected by sunlight, perhaps 
31. "Ladybugs" actress Graff 
32. Kind of club 
34. Repeat performance? 
35. Dieter's concern 
37. Whodunit discovery 
41. Free gift from a book club, 
sometimes 
42. Weak 
47. Words to the black sheep 
49. Boneless cut of meat 
51. British Petroleum competitor 
52. Had a home-cooked meal 
53. Michelin products, in Manches-
ter 
55. Not stereo 
56. "A Day Without Rain" singer 
57. Undiluted 
58. Large amount of cash 
59. "Six Feet Under" channel

Crossword Puzzle
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Advertise with the BHA! 
For more information, call 630-627-4845, email butterfield 

homeownersassoc@gmail.com, or visit us at mybhoa.com/ 

advertising.
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Kitty’s Corner 
With Simba the Cat 

 
 

“I believe the children are our  
future. Teach them well and let 
them lead the way.... Everybody 

searching for a hero.” 
~ Whitney Houston 

 
iPumpkin Penance 

My master says that I went too far in my last 

commentary and that I must do some form of 

penance, and that penance must take the form 

of some sort of personal humiliation, combined with an 

apology. So for my penitential act, I have worn the pumpkin 

hat that my master bought for me last Halloween, which I 

refused to wear because it made me look silly. You can see 

it above in my new Halloween photo, along with my fash-

ionable Halloween orange bowtie.  

In my last commentary I called the generation of young peo-

ple who were looting and burning stores in various parts of the 

country “Generation Joker”. This was inspired in part by the re-

cent film, Joker, where a criminal dressed as a clown was fea-

tured looting and burning a city. What I failed to make clear was 

that I was speaking only about those people who were doing the 

actual looting and burning, not everyone in that entire genera-

tion. Apparently some people thought I was referring to the en-

tire generation of children and young adults that comprise 

Generation Z, but I was not, only those who were actually com-

mitting crimes, which no one living in Butterfield was involved 

in. The children of Butterfield, Generation Z and otherwise, are 

a great bunch of people who are doing a great job of growing 

up in challenging times, that is a fact. I apologize if you were 

offended and hope you will forgive me.  

The challenges this generation will be facing are daunting. 

In my previous commentary I forwarded the concept that the 

issues the younger generations are facing in the high cost of 

education, finding work, raising a family, and everything else 

that is part of the cycle of modern life has been made more 

difficult by the failure of older generations (including my mas-

ter’s) to better manage our money and provide guidance and 

mentorship. Chasing after the almighty dollar has replaced in 

large part home and family in our lives, and money is a poor 

substitute for a stable home filled with love. This has in turn 

led to a multitude of evils, which has created an unjust envi-

ronment, a tinderbox of dis-

content that is well suited to 

rebellion. Healthy hearts 

and minds are created in a 

well-balanced home, not in 

the streets. And Butterfield 

is ideally suited to provide 

that healthy home.  

Butterfield has always 

been a great place to live, 

and its people have always 

been an interesting bunch. 

We are a good example of 

the American “melting pot” 

in action, always multicul-

tural, yet unified. Politically 

we are all moderate, and 

agree to disagree with each 

other over various issues, 

because the quality of life 

here is so agreeable.  

Let’s remember to get 

together with each other 

over the holidays and give 

thanksgiving for everything 

that God has given us, so he 

will forgive us as we have 

forgiven each other.  
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Dot-to-Dot! Plus Coloring!
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Family-Friendly Halloween Games  

T he industry is full of video games, Halloween-themed or 

not, that are unsuitable for any age, let alone children. 

However, there are a few gems out there that rise 

above the crowd that use a tasteful combi-

nation of action and the macabre that is 

both fun, scary, and kid-friendly. 

Here is a list of three of the best 

games you can play safely with 

your children:  

COSTUME QUEST 

Twins Wren and Reynold are going 

out for Halloween for some classic 

trick or treating. However, one of the 

two gets kidnapped by a monster who’s looking to capture as much 

candy as possible (and one of the twins just so happened to dress 

up as a big candy corn). It’s up to the other twin to rescue their sib-

ling so that they don’t get grounded! 

NANCY DREW: THE CURSE OF BLACKMOOR MANOR 

In The Curse of Blackmoor Manor, Nancy is called on by her 

neighbor to go to England to investigate Linda Penvellyn — the 

neighbor’s daughter — who has recently gotten married, but 

whose health has gone downhill since. The moment Nancy 

reaches the entrance of the manor, there’s already something 

strange afoot. The game’s manor is filled with a fun mix 

of interesting puzzles and frights.  

LUIGI’S MANSION 3 

Like most everything from Nintendo, the latest 

edition in the Luigi’s Mansion franchise is delight-

ful. You are Luigi, and you are trapped in a 

haunted hotel, tasked with rescuing your more-fa-

mous brother Mario, Princess Peach and various 

toads. Accompanied by your trusty ghost-dog sidekick 

Polterpup, you’ll suck apparitions into a souped-up vac-

uum cleaner/leaf-blower thing, explore all kinds of creepy loca-

tions and collect eighty-five trillion coins. 

And there are lots of other games out there that are not all 

blood and gore. Check the following sources to learn more.  

SOURCES 
 https://offspring.lifehacker.com/play-these-scary-but-not-too-

scary-video-games-with-you-1839476568 

 https://playfulstudios.com/5-spooky-video-games-that-are-

also-family-friendly/ 
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The popular Nintendo 
character King Boo makes 
a prominent appearance in 

Luigi’s Mansion 3
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