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4 Butterfield News 
Extra extra, hear about the latest news 
and views relevant to the Butterfield 
subdivision, with a focus on Butterfield’s 60th 
Anniversary!

Letter from the  
President 

President Doug presents our 60th Anniversary edition, 
where we celebrate the 60th Anniversary not only of 
Butterfield, but also the BHA. Also, Doug introduces 
our new “ Ginger Snaps!” column that will be “ghost-
written” by his family dog, Ginger, who lived with the 
Elwell family during the golden age of Butterfield, 
from 1975 to 1987. 

5

Family Fun 
Have some fun with our quarterly 
crossword puzzle, sudoku, and a 

pithy cartoon. We have added a new “ Ginger 
Snaps!” section to entertain and inform both 

kids and parents alike, where both can learn more about the subdivision 
they have adopted as their new home. Have more ideas for our Family 
Fun section? Want to add your own 2¢ and publish your own opinion? 
Let us know at butterfieldhomeownersassoc@gmail.com

Connie’s Corner 
Read about helpful homeowner 
tips and market trends in the real 

estate industry from our distinctively excel-
lent Vice-President, Connie Poulos-Loos. 

6

Our Next Meeting 
Our next meeting will be held at the 
new Christ Church Butterfield, 
2S361 Glen Park Rd., March 18th 
at 7:30 p.m., come early to do some 
socializing!

Beautiful Butterfield’s 
60th Anniversary 

2021 is the 60th Anniversary of beautiful Butterfield 
(East), and also of the BHA, which was founded in the 
same year. Sit back and enjoy some wonderful memo-
ries if you have lived in Butterfield since the early years, or learn 
about the early years of Butterfield if you are a newcomer.  
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New Luxury Apartments and 
Prairie Food Co-op Going up  
in Downtown Lombard 

L  ombard put out a 
request for pro-
posal back in June 

of 2017 for experienced 
real-estate developers and 
grocery story operators to 
bid on the development of 
luxury apartments and/or 
high-end shop ping in down-
town Lombard.  

Located at 101–109 S. 
Main Street, the property in 
question is 2.19 acres in area 
and is a part of the Village’s 
Central Business District. 
The property, which is cur-
rently used as a parking lot, 
sits at the corner of Main 
Street and Parkside Avenue,  
just south of the train station. 
This was once the location of 
the old DuPage Theater, a major 
local landmark that was uncer-
emoniously torn down in 2007 
to make way for a commuter 
parking garage that never mate-
rialized. The DuPage Theater 
was a special place to go for 
everyone in the area, including 
Butterfield, and its loss left a 
gaping hole in the architectural 
and cultural landscape of the 
downtown from which it has 
yet to recover. However, the Vil-
lage of Lombard’s short-sightedness appears to have been at least 
partly redeemed by their recent decision to build out luxury apart-
ments, complemented by high-end shopping close by.  

What Will It Be? 
The original RFP came down to two vendors — Holladay, and 
Luxica. Both submitted very attractive designs that included both 
high-end apartments and shopping, but in the end Holladay’s de-
sign was chosen and Holladay then proceeded to purchase the 
property for $1.5 million. There will be two structures: a four-story 
building with luxury apartments and 3,000–4,000 square feet of 
commercial space which may include a restaurant on the ground 
floor. Also included will be a second 12,000-square-foot building 
that would house a Prairie Food Co-op across the parking lot from 

the main residential building. Here is a list of the various amenities 
in detail:  

 120 apartment units 
 12,000 square feet of retail which will be Prairie Food Co-op 

 3,000 square feet will be 
built as a restaurant (black 
iron being added to build-
ing to assist in it becoming 
a restaurant) 

 2,000 square feet outdoor 
food/gathering/seating areas  

What Is a Co-op? 
A cooperative is a business 
owned by and operated for 
the benefit of those using its 
services. Law dictates that 
profits generated by a coop-
erative be distributed among 
owners or re-invested in the 
business to expand products 
and services. According to 

their mission statement, “Prairie 
Food Co-op is a community-
owned and de mocratically op-
erated grocery store dedicated 
to strengthening our economy 
and creating a marketplace for 
transparently-labeled, local, or-
ganic, and sustainable food.” 
They also adhere to  the core 
principles of the International 
Co-operative Alliance that co-
operative businesses around the 
world operate by.  

Lilac Place and the Co-op 
will most likely be completed 
sometime in 2022, but time 
and COVID will tell when they 

actually open. In either case, sure to patronize them to make sure 
quality establishments like these stay in our area.  

References:  
 Lilac Station: https://www.lilacstation.com 
 Prairie Food Co-op: https://www.prairiefood.coop/location 
 Village of Lombard 101 South Updates: https://www. 

villageoflombard.org/359/Lilac-Station-Development101-South-
Main- 

 Daily Herald: https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20190419/ 
lombard-agrees-to-sell-downtown-land-for-redevelopment 

 Newsbreak.com: https://www.newsbreak.com/illinois/lombard/ 
news/2169684364790/fresh-and-mostly-local-co-op-grocery-
store-coming-to-downtown-lombard 
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Butterfield News 

“Lilac Place”, the proposed building that will be built on the corner of Main 
Street and Parkside Avenue, across the street from the train station in down-

town Lombard. The developer has already signed the contract and the building 
could be up as soon as this year. 

A Prairie Food Co-op will be built just south of the main apartment 
building. This grocery store will serve as the main grocery store for 

downtown Lombard shoppers, replacing Mr. Z’s which closed in 2013. 



60 Years of Service 
By Doug Elwell, President 
Butterfield Homeowners Association 

 
“Well done, thou good and faithful 

servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler  

over many things.”   
~ Matthew 25:21, KJV 

 

T  his year is the 60th Anniversary of not only Butterfield, 
but the BHA, which had its first meeting on April 22, 
1961, when there were only 40 families living in the 

fledgling subdivision. Since that time, 800 more houses have been 
built, and dozens of board members and thousands of regular 
members have served with the BHA, all contributing  their time 
and money freely to help make Butterfield a beautiful place to 
live. These faithful servants will be remembered for their efforts 
now, and forever. This issue will have a special 60th Anniversary 
section to celebrate the history of Butterfield and the wonderful 
people that made it special.  

We will also be adding another contributor to our Family Fun 

section, my old family dog, Ginger. Ginger is, if you will, my pa-
tronus, a symbol of the happy memories from growing up in But-
terfield. Now I will conjure up her spirit again to bring some of 
that happiness to the new generations of Butterfield kids, as well 
as help heal some wounds that some have suffered due to the 
stresses and various misunderstandings that have happened in re-
cent times. You can see a snapshot of Ginger below, sitting on the 
field that once existed at the top of the hill, now covered by Inter-
state 355. However, though the old field is gone, the spirit of old 
Butterfield, and Ginger, live on.  

This issue, and all issues 
hence forth, will only go out to 
you, our faithful membership. 
Please come to our annual meet-
ing, where we will be having our 
annual election, planning out the 
year’s agenda, and discussing 
various important topics. We 
will be meeting on Thursday, 
March 18th at 7:30 p.m. Come 
and help us keep Butterfield 
beautiful.  
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H appy birthday Butterfield! It has been a wonder-
ful journey and I am honored to have been a part 
of it. To celebrate, we are going to provide selec-
tions from our brochure providing an overview 
of Butterfield’s history so that even those 

who have not received our brochure can learn the basic 
history of Butterfield. Note that we will be updating 
and republishing our brochure later this year, so if 
you have any memories of Butterfield that you 
would like to go into the brochure, please call 
us at 630-627-4845, or email us at butter 
fieldhomeownersassoc@gmail.com.  

A Brief History of the 
Butterfield Community 

Butterfield Estates, now the home of 
over 830 families, was once a 320-acre 
farm called “Gracemere”. The land was al-

ways farmed by tenant farmers who rai sed crops of 
corn, beans, and oats and kept livestock of pigs, cattle and 
chickens. 

The farm consisted of the main house located on the hill west 
of what is now Bob-O-Link Road. The tenant house east of Bob-
O-Link, and the silo, and barns located near Butterfield Road. The 
en tire Gray family, inclu ding aunts, uncles and cou sins experi-
enced farm life at Gracemere . 

The Gray’s son, Char les Jr., attended the country school that 
was once located just east of the farm at the northwest corner of 
Finley Road and Butterfield Road. And their daughter, now 
Gwenna Klopfenstein, taught at the school during World War II. 

Mr. And Mrs. Klopfenstein 
remained on the farm after Mr. 
and Mrs. Gray passed away. In 
1960, they began negotiating 
with F&S Construction Co. 
(Now the Hoffman Rosner 
Corp.) for the sale of part of the 
land. F&S began constructing 
homes thereafter. The models 
were located on Briarcliff Road 
starting on the east side of the 

street. The models continued down Briarcliff on both sides of the 
street to Ahlstrand. The home on the southeast corner of Briarcliff 
continued the models to Bob-O-Link, turning the corner and con-
tinuing south to the frontage road and eastward back to Briarcliff. 

These homes were all models at one time or another. The 
homes on the frontage road were the site of the farm-

house, silo and barns previously mentioned. The 
first residents of Butterfield were Mr. and Mrs. 

Snader, who moved in 1961 into the first com-
pleted home, located on the northwest corner 
of Lloyd Avenue and Butterfield Road. This 
is currently the second home on the west 
side of Lloyd. Mr. and Mrs. Klopfenstein re-
mained in Butterfield until September, 1961, 
when they sold the remaining land to F&S 

and they moved to Glen Ellyn, Illinois. 
Construction began at Lloyd Avenue and 

Butterfield Road and continued north to 22nd 
Street staying in Milton Township. 

In 1965, construction moved to York Township, 
beginning at the boundary line at the beginning of Glen Av-

enue and the end of Glen Park Road. Construction moved north 
on Glen Avenue on the west side of the street. The property 
which is now Christ Church Butterfield was donated by F&S 
to District 44 for the purpose of the construction of a school. 
F&S had previously built and donated Butterfield School and 
the land to District 44 as a goodwill gesture to ensure that the 
children of those who purchased homes would have a school in 
the subdivision to attend. Construction ended at Finley Road 
around 1967. 22nd Street Park was located on the property now 
occupied by Interstate 355, south of 22nd Street. 

About that time (early 
1960’s), IDOT was considering 
where a north/south tollway 
would be located. One of the 
early solutions was to follow 
the course of the east branch of 
the DuPage River which would 
have taken the road through the 
Morton Arboretum. When no 
clear decision was made, F&S 
left out of the construction list 

Butterfield’s
60th Anniversary!

The brick entrance monument standing at the Lloyd entrance. This 
permanent monument replaced the original sign at the same location. 
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the street that was to be Clifton so that the easiest solution would 
be to put I-355 where it is today. This is why there is a curve in 
355 south of Roosevelt.  

As construction came to a close, a decision was made to sell 
“unbuildable” lots. At a result the property that is now a 7-Eleven 
at Lloyd and Butterfield was re-zoned from residential to business 
by the county and a store was built. Also, the first house on the west 
side of Lloyd was built. Other similar lots were sold at that time.  

Butterfield became the home of many varied organizations. 
The first to be formed was the Butterfield Homeowners Associa-
tion, which held its first meeting on April 22, 1961. At that time 
there were approximately 40 families living in Butterfield. The 
first President was John Lang. 

  The Butterfield Junior Women’s Club was formed in May 
1968, with an original charter membership of 38. The name was 
later changed to the Butterfield Women’s Club. The chief aim of 
the Butterfield Women’s Club was to promote community service 
through charitable, educational, civic, and philanthropic endeav-
ors. Some of the main fundraising projects were fashion shows, 
garage sales, art auctions, country kitchen bazaars, raffles, fall 
pumpkin sales, and bake sales. Through their efforts, in conjunc-
tion with the BHA, they even purchased a tornado siren. Children 
enjoyed Pet Parades, Breakfast With Santa, and a Babysitting 

Clinic. In 1978, Glen Park School was closed because of a drop in 
enrollment, and the remaining students were sent over to Butterfield 
School. The National College of Education then rented the building 
and held graduate-level classes there. Around 1990 Fountain of Life 
Church purchased the building and added a sanctuary with a capac-
ity for 600 worshipers. In 2018 the FOLC sold the building to Christ 
Church Oak Brook, and is now known as Christ Church Butterfield.  

In early 1987 the Illinois Tollway Authority began construction 
of the I-355 Tollway. Construction was completed in fall of 1988. 
However, despite the loss of 22nd Street Park, and the open fields 
and old apple orchard where many children once played, 355 has 
proven to be a benefit to our community. Shortly after 355 was 
complete, the Home Depot opened, much to the dismay of resi-
dents who had grown used to the small vegetable farm that had 
been there, which was a source of fresh vegetables during the 
summer, pumpkins in the fall and Christmas Trees at the holidays. 
Some feel that the loss of the fields, orchard, farmer’s market, and 
other original features of old Butterfield have taken away much 
of its original charm, but Butterfield still remains beautiful, and 
the Butterfield Homeowners Association invites you to become 
an active part of it. 

Did You 
Know that... 

Back in 2014, former 
BHA Secretary Gloria 
Adkins also wrote a 
column for our news -

letter cal led “Did You Know that...” 
where Gloria recalled the numerous 
activities that were once held in 
the Butterfield subdivision, as 
well as a number of other inter-
esting facts and figures. Gloria 
and her husband had purchased one of the first homes in Butter-
field when the subdivision was founded in 1961, and they were 
also charter members of the BHA, so she had witnessed it all from 
the beginning. Here is a sampling of the “best of” Gloria’s column:  

 the water tower on Lloyd and Butterfield was painted with a 
large “Butterfield” along with the flower logo that was once asso-
ciated with our community? [see logo, left] 

 the Butterfield Sportsmen’s Club existed for over 50 years? 
 the raised ranch style home, in 1962, sold for $19,000? 
 at one time there was a Butterfield Garden Club and they pub-

lished a cookbook titled “Gardener's Gourmet”? 
 the Butterfield Women’s Club held an annual Breakfast with 

Santa at Butterfield School? 
 there was a men’s social club called the Butterfield Sportsmen’s 

Club in existence for over 50 years? 
 there was a girl’s ponytail softball league that played at Kens-

ington Park? 
 there was a men’s 16" softball league? There were 8 teams in 

the league and they played at Hoffman and Kensington Parks? 
 the Women’s Club held an annual July 4th Pet Parade with 

floats, bikes, big wheels, pets and bands all led by a fire truck and 
police car? 

 one of the initial model homes became a library when it was no 
longer needed as a model home?  

 the Butterfield Homeowners Association held street dances in 
Briarcliff Court? 

 George’s Farm, complete with a barn and horses, was on the cor-
ner where the 7-11 is now? 

 where the Home Depot is now, Smitty's Farm planted the fields 
and sold the best corn and veggies? 

 Butterfield Road was once a two-lane highway with no traffic 
jams? 

 Finley Road was an unpaved dirt road and impassable after heavy 
rains? One had to play “dodge-em” to avoid the two-foot ruts? 

 there was a small airport on the corner of Finley and Roosevelt? 
It was such fun watching the small planes taking off and landing. 

 we were once known as Beautiful Butterfield and after Butter-
field West came into existence, we became Butterfield East? 

 there is a Facebook page titled “Butterfield Memories” that will 
bring back some wonderful memories?  
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The original “Beautiful Butterfield” logo provided by F&S Construc-
tion at the beginning of the Butterfield subdivision that was painted on 
the water tower. A variation of this logo (top right) is still in use today. 
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Connie’s Corner 
By Connie Poulos Loos,  
Vice President, Butterfield  
Homeowners Association 
 

Illinois kicks off a new 
housing year with 
strong January gains in 
home sales and prices 

T he Illinois housing market continued to heat up in Jan-
uary as home sales and median prices climbed higher 
and inventory dipped lower, according to data released 

by Illinois REALTORS®. 
Statewide home sales (including single-family homes and con-

dominiums) in January 2021 totaled 10,134 homes sold, up 18.1 
percent from 8,580 in January 2020. 

The statewide median price in January was $225,000, up 18.4 
percent from $190,000 in January 2020. The median is a typical 
market price where half the homes sold for more and half sold for 
less. 

“The 2021 state housing market got off to a roaring start in 
January with higher annual home sales and prices,” said Sue 
Miller, president of Illinois REALTORS® and designated man-
aging broker of Coldwell Banker Real Estate Group in McHenry. 
“Winter isn’t slowing down consumers who are eager to buy, but 
tight inventory and an increasingly competitive market have be-
come obstacles.” 

It took an average of 47 days to sell a home in January, down 
from 65 days a year ago. Homes for sale totaled 26,844, a 42.9 

percent decline from January 2020 when 
there were 47,052 homes on the market. 

According to the data, home sales in the 
Champaign-Urbana MSA (Champaign, 
Piatt and Ford counties) totaled 152 sales, 
a 19.7 percent increase while the median 
price was up 13.6 percent to $155,000. In 
the Metro East MSA (Bond, Calhoun, 
Clinton, Jersey, Macoupin, Madison, Mon-
roe and St. Clair counties) home sales to-
taled 594, a 24.3 percent increase. The 
median price was up 14.8 percent to 
$155,000. 

The monthly average commitment rate 
for a 30-year, fixed-rate mortgage was 2.74 
percent in January 2021, an increase from 
2.68 percent the previous month, accord-
ing to the Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corp. In January 2020, it averaged 3.62 
percent. 

Last month, 7,097 homes (single-family 
and condominiums) were sold in the nine-
county Chicago Metro Area, a 20.5 percent 
increase from the 5,892 homes sold in Jan-
uary 2020. 

The median home sale price in January 
2021 was $270,000 in the Chicago Metro 
Area, an increase of 16.1 percent from 
$232,500 in January 2020. 

“The housing sector continues to show 
positive trends in both sales and prices in 
Chicago and Illinois,” said Geoffrey J.D. 
Hewings, emeritus director of the Regional 
Economics Applications Laboratory at the 
University of Illinois. “There is some op-
timism that the effects of accelerated vac-
cination, a stimulus package and continued 
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ACROSS 
1. Wield a baton 
6. It may be compact 
10. Chang, to Eng 
14. Ham's gear 
15. Regarding 
16. Supreme Diana 
17. All thumbs 
18. Jerusalem temple locale 
19. Square footage 
20. Seconds 
23. Good place to live because 
it's free 
24. Hammer end 
25. Sudden transition 
28. Rather in the news 
31. Talked like Froggy 
35. Office holders 
36. Erie, e.g. 
38. "Friends" star Matthew 
39. Seconds 
42. Hospital section, briefly 
43. Yankovic parody 
44. Shelley work 
45. Highest in rank 
47. Deighton or Dawson 
48. Steams up 
49. Bird feeder food 
51. Has the wherewithal to 
53. Seconds 
60. Cosmetics name 
61. Textbook chapter 
62. One of the Osmonds 
63. Russo of "Get Shorty" 
64. Focal point 
65. Papal proclamation 
66. Walked on 
67. Shot up 
68. Classroom furniture 

DOWN 
1. Cut the fat 
2. Peter out 
3. Think tank nugget 
4. Tears to pieces 
5. Yoga position 
6. Befuddled state 
7. Fertility goddess 
8. Bend down 
9. Hold a meeting 
10. Line from Lionel 
11. Robin's quest 
12. Sympathetic listener's phrase 
13. Intelligence org. 
21. Clerk of the 4077th 
22. --- Dome scandal 
25. Talkth like thith 
26. Habituate 
27. Colorado ski resort 
29. Feed the kitty 
30. Type of spray 
32. Previous 
33. Disappear gradually 
34. Units of force 
36. Lame excuse 
37. Better than never? 
40. Like some arrows or pens 
41. Chop finely 
46. Mounted again, as a picture 
48. Attack 
50. Enrico Caruso, for one 
52. Gun-toting 
53. State firmly 
54. Inadvisable action 
55. Coney Island attraction 
56. Crockpot concoction 
57. Pupil's place 
58. Nolte of "Cape Fear" 
59. Word with along or around 
60. Columnist Buchwald

Crossword Puzzle

1
5 9
7

3 4
5

7
9 1
6

7 9
2

5 3 8

3 4
7 2
8

9 3

8
7 3 4

9

2
5 1

3

5 8
3
1 9

Sudoku

Family Fun 
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Advertise with the BHA! 
For more information on how to advertise in our newsletter or 
online, call 630-627-4845, email butterfieldhomeownersassoc 
@gmail.com, or visit us at www.mybhoa.com/advertising.
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low interest rates will sustain the momentum with historically low 
inventory serving as the only drag on the market.” 

In the city of Chicago, home sales (single-family and condo-
miniums) in January 2021 totaled 1,670 homes sold, up 14.2 per-
cent from January 2020 sales of 1,462 homes. 

The median price of a home in Chicago in January 2021 was 
$310,000, up 15.9 percent compared to January 2020 when it was 
$267,500. 

“As we started to settle from the outcome of the election and the 
beginning stages of the COVID-19 vaccine rollout, we saw strong 
sales in January,” said Nykea Pippion McGriff, president of the 
Chicago Association of REALTORS® and vice president of bro-
kerage services at Coldwell Banker Realty. “Buyers created a surge 
in winter activity, with a 21.2 percent increase in condo closed sales 
as well as a 14.2 percent increase in closed sales of all properties. 
Inventory dipped slightly year over year, which may have played a 
part in the double digit (15.9 percent) change in median sales price 
for all properties and a -13.5 percent decline in days on market.” 

Sales and price information are generated by Multiple Listing 
Service closed sales reported by 23 participating Illinois REAL-
TOR® local boards and associations including Midwest Real Estate 
Data LLC data as of Feb. 7, 2021 for the period Jan. 1 through Jan. 
31, 2021. The Chicago Metro Area, as defined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau, includes the counties of Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Grundy, 
Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry and Will. 

*   *   * 
Illinois REALTORS® (https://www.illinoisrealtors.org) is a volun-
tary trade association whose more than 50,000 members are en-
gaged in all facets of the real estate industry. In addition to serving 
the professional needs of its members, Illinois REALTORS® works 
to protect the rights of private property owners in the state by rec-
ommending and promoting legislation to safeguard and advance 
the interest of real property ownership. 

Find Illinois housing stats, data and the University of Illinois 
REAL forecast at  www.illinoisrealtors.org/marketstats  

Ginger Snaps! 
Introducing Ginger the Dog 

 

“The world has changed;  
I can feel it in the water,  
I can feel it in the earth,  
I can smell it in the air.” 
~ The Lord of the Rings 

 “G  inger Snaps!” is a new-
column in our Family 
Fun section, where we 

present little “snapshots” of life in Butterfield past as told 
from the perspective of Ginger the dog, a collie/shepherd 
mix who lived with the Elwell family in Butterfield from 
1975-1987. Ginger enjoyed many happy adventures with 
them, and has now returned to “ghost write” these adven-
tures with the help of her friend, Douglas.  

“Lots of things have changed since I lived in Butterfield. 
The old field and orchard I once loved to play in and explore 
have been gone for many years, replaced by a concrete moun-
tain full of shiny boxes that zoom-zoom by so fast I can barely 
see them, let alone chase them! The water no longer freely 
flows through most of my favorite creek south of the old Glen 
Park School (now Christ Church Butterfield). Now only dust 
and noise settle on the place where I once roamed with my 
master and his sons. And the cornfield is long gone as well, 
once a favorite place for children to play and explore.  

“‘The Field’, as my master’s sons called it, stretched from 
22nd Street where the highway is now, south all the way up 
to the top of the hill where it ended and the orchard began. 
‘The Orchard’ was an old apple orchard that stretched from 
the back of the houses at the top of Colonial Lane where they 
connected to Marlborough Lane, all the way along to the east 
end of Marlborough Lane south of the houses there, ending 
at Finley Road. Further south, beyond the orchard, was a sec-
ond field, which stretched down all the way to ‘The Creek’, 
and south of the creek, there was a cornfield that stretched all 
the way to Butterfield Road. This entire strip of land had been 
left undeveloped by the original builders to leave room for 
the highway that was to come, now known as 355. And so, 
for a time, we were able to take advantage of this little slice 
of natural Illinois that remained inside of our new subdivision.   

“The highway that now snakes its way through eastern But-
terfield covers this entire natural path that once helped keep 
eastern Butterfield a touch more rustic, with many more plants 
and animals in it, as well as open, natural spaces to escape to. 
This helped create a healthier, quieter, and lower-stress envi-
ronment for kids to grow up in. And though the highway was 
necessary to keep traffic flowing more smoothly north and 
south, the quality of life in eastern Butterfield definitely suf-
fered at the loss of this wonderful little slice of nature.”  
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